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WASHINGTON — Today, the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC) is sanctioning Brazilian Supreme Federal Court (STF) justice Alexandre de 
Moraes (de Moraes), who has used his position to authorize arbitrary pre-trial detentions and 
suppress freedom of expression.   
 
“Alexandre de Moraes has taken it upon himself to be judge and jury in an unlawful witch 
hunt against U.S. and Brazilian citizens and companies,” said Secretary of the Treasury 
Scott Bessent.  “De Moraes is responsible for an oppressive campaign of censorship, 
arbitrary detentions that violate human rights, and politicized prosecutions—including against 
former President Jair Bolsonaro.  Today’s action makes clear that Treasury will continue to 
hold accountable those who threaten U.S. interests and the freedoms of our citizens.”   
 
Today’s action is being taken pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 13818, which builds upon 
and implements the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act and targets 
perpetrators of serious human rights abuse around the world.  Today’s action follows the 
U.S. Department of State’s revocation of de Moraes’s visa and those of his immediate family 
members on July 18, 2025, for their complicity in aiding and abetting de Moraes’ unlawful 
censorship campaign against U.S. persons on U.S. soil. 
DE MORAES’ ABUSIVE JUDICIAL OVERREACH 
 
De Moraes was appointed to the STF in 2017.  Since that time, de Moraes has become one 
of Brazil’s most powerful individuals, wielding immense authority through his oversight of 
expansive STF investigations.  De Moraes has investigated, prosecuted, and suppressed 
those who have engaged in speech that is protected under the U.S. Constitution, repeatedly 
subjecting victims to long preventive detentions without bringing charges.  Through his 
actions as an STF justice, de Moraes has undermined Brazilians’ and Americans’ rights to 
freedom of expression.  In one notable instance, de Moraes arbitrarily detained a journalist 
for over a year in retaliation for exercising freedom of expression. 
 
De Moraes has targeted opposition politicians, including former President Jair Bolsonaro; 
journalists; newspapers; U.S. social media platforms; and other U.S. and international 
companies.  U.S.-based journalists and U.S. citizens have not been spared from de Moraes’ 
extraterritorial overreach.  De Moraes has imposed preventive detention on and issued a 
series of preventive arrest warrants against journalists and social media users, some of 
whom are based in the United States.  He has also directly issued orders to U.S. social 
media companies to block or remove hundreds of accounts, often those of his critics and 
other critics of the Brazilian government, including U.S. persons.  De Moraes has frozen 
assets and revoked passports of his critics; banned accounts from social media; and 
directed Brazil’s federal police to raid his critics’ homes, seize their belongings, and ensure 
their preventive detention.  
 
De Moraes is being sanctioned pursuant to E.O. 13818 for being a foreign person who is 
responsible for or complicit in, or has directly or indirectly engaged in, serious human rights 
abuse. 



 
GLOBAL MAGNITSKY 
 
Building upon the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, E.O. 13818 was 
issued on December 20, 2017, in recognition that the prevalence of human rights abuse and 
corruption that have their source, in whole or in substantial part, outside the United States, 
had reached such scope and gravity as to threaten the stability of international political and 
economic systems. Human rights abuse and corruption undermine the values that form an 
essential foundation of stable, secure, and functioning societies; have devastating impacts 
on individuals; weaken democratic institutions; degrade the rule of law; perpetuate violent 
conflicts; facilitate the activities of dangerous persons; and undermine economic markets.  
The United States seeks to impose tangible and significant consequences on those who 
commit serious human rights abuses or engage in corruption, as well as to protect the 
financial system of the United States from abuse by these same persons. 
 
SANCTIONS IMPLICATIONS 
 
As a result of today’s action, all property and interests in property of the designated or 
blocked person described above that are in the United States or in the possession or control 
of U.S. persons are blocked and must be reported to OFAC.  In addition, any entities that are 
owned, directly or indirectly, individually or in the aggregate, 50 percent or more by one or 
more blocked persons are also blocked. Unless authorized by a general or specific license 
issued by OFAC, or exempt, OFAC’s regulations generally prohibit all transactions by U.S. 
persons or within (or transiting) the United States that involve any property or interests in 
property of blocked persons.  
 
Violations of U.S. sanctions may result in the imposition of civil or criminal penalties on U.S. 
and foreign persons.  OFAC may impose civil penalties for sanctions violations on a strict 
liability basis.  OFAC’s Economic Sanctions Enforcement Guidelines provide more 
information regarding OFAC’s enforcement of U.S. economic sanctions. In addition, financial 
institutions and other persons may risk exposure to sanctions for engaging in certain 
transactions or activities involving designated or otherwise blocked persons.  The 
prohibitions include the making of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or services 
by, to, or for the benefit of any designated or blocked person, or the receipt of any 
contribution or provision of funds, goods, or services from any such person.  
 
The power and integrity of OFAC sanctions derive not only from OFAC’s ability to designate 
and add persons to the Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons List (SDN List), 
but also from its willingness to remove persons from the SDN List consistent with the law.  
The ultimate goal of sanctions is not to punish, but to bring about a positive change in 
behavior.  For information concerning the process for seeking removal from an OFAC list, 
including the SDN List, or to submit a request, please refer to OFAC’s guidance on Filing a 
Petition for Removal from an OFAC List. 
 


